CHAPTER XVIII

(A.D. 1880-1896)

THE Rajkumar College at Rajkot had proved such a
successful undertaking that it was decided to open within
the province a school conducted on similar lines for the
education of sons of Girassias, the members of junior
branches of the chiefs3 families. Wadhwan was selected
as a suitable place for the establishment of such a school,
and with the least possible delay funds were collected
and buildings commenced. Finally, ten years after the
opening of the parent institution at Rajkot, the Talukdari
Girassia School at Wadhwan was opened in A.D. 1881,
proving in a very short time as great a success as the more
important undertaking had been. The school has since
performed a great work in diffusing education among those
classes of holders of landed property who previously
looked upon the acquiring of knowledge, except that of
fighting, as an occupation scarcely worth even a thought.
Although but thirty-three years have passed since the
school was opened, evidence of the good work it has
performed is manifest throughout the province.

On May 24, A.D. 1881, the young Thakor Takhatsinhji
of Bhavnagar was made a Knight Commander of the
Most Exalted Order of the Star of India, and the following
year Nawab Sir Mahabat Khanji of Junagadh died, being
succeeded by his eldest son, Bahadur Khan. A small
tribe known as Mayas now began to give trouble in
Junagadh territories. These people, who hold land in
twelve villages in the Junagadh State, had endeavoured
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